THE WAHABYS.                           145

but God, and Mahomet is the apostle of God), La
iUaha irAlhth ma Ilk yaum eddin (There is no Deity
but God, the Lord of the day of judgment). Now
the doctrines of the Wahabees were admitted by so
many of the Ulemah, in every portion of the Em-
pire, to be in strict conformity with the original
principles of their faith, that the suppression of that
sect was felt to be the only means by which a
political division of the Ottoman Empire could be
prevented; and the Western Mussulmans lent them-
selves to the purposes of the state on this occasion,
through the apprehension of the consequence of the
hostility of Christendom in the event of any division
taking place between the Mussulmans. The Wa-
habee reformation would have brought Islam into
the closest resemblance with Protestantism; and
it in curious to remark, that while the use made
of the prejudices of Christians has prevented this
consummation, millions of Christians* have aposta-
tised through the violence of a European power, who
has acquired this means of indirectly propagating
Lslum from the support it obtains from Christian
fanaticism.

At the time of the Reformation, the Mussulmans

* The CircasRjans, the Lesghis, &c.   See " Progress of Eussia
in the East," by Sir John M'Neill.